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Welcome to 2010:

I’'m glad 2009 is behind us now and | suspect
our membership feels the same. With the New
Y ear, comes renewed enthusiasm, expectations
and hope. The past 12 months closed so fast
and there remains many unresolved issues for
the board. Some of these topics need closurein
2010 while others need more clarity. Our new
President is Stan Palmer from the eastern sec-
tion and | welcome Stan to his new position.
Stan brings his enthusiasm for our profession to
this position. His dedication and that of the
board will help focus on aresolution to these
topics.

At the same time, this is the year to start new
programs to enhance our public perception,
strengthen our status with the legislature and
develop apublic image as a valuable resource.
The economic slow down of this past year will
not last forever. Growth and productivity will
find its way back into this great state. As archi-
tects we need to establish and maintain our im-
portance to civic leaders at al levels. Good
design and planning are key to sustaining Idaho
as a place people want to call home.

Some of the unfinished issues we need to con-
clude involve updating our Long Range Plan.
Currently, this plan has endured the past 15
years with no updating. At our December 09
board meeting, we discussed holding a strategic
planning session in Sun Valley this spring. This
will occur over aweekend and isintended to
concentrate on updating the Long Range Plan
and address other topics of interest. One of
these topics is the formation of a PAC. We have
talked about this subject several times this year.
Nothing happens overnight, but now is the time
to make a concentrated effort on getting the
PAC started. The 2010 legidlature session is
underway so the formation of the PAC would
represent our interest in the 2011 session. Our
QBS and Governmental Affairs committee
Chairman is Mike Simmonds. Mike has been
spearheading the effort and | intend to partici-
pate with Mike in pursuing its formation. The

PAC will need our individual companies sup-
port to develop the consistent resources needed
to carry our collective message to state |eader-
ship. Input from each Section is desired.

The past year Ken Gallegos updated our state’s
AlA website. Ken has done a great job of add-
ing new life to its content. Many firms have
sent in photos of their design work whichin
turn is displayed on the site. If you have new
photos or have not submitted any, please con-
tact Ken. We need more projects to display the
design talents of our members.

2010 is here and we al have high expectations
and look with anticipation for the year to de-
velop. Thisisthe year again for the AIA Design
awards. This subject, while it doesn’t necessar-
ily put bread on the table, is an exciting oppor-
tunity to show your talent. The public is always
interested in seeing our projects. Perhaps this
year we can develop a show that reaches alar-
ger public audience. Tak of forming the design
committee is taking hold. If you are interested,
please contact Stan Palmer or Connie. Asa
final note, our state board has numerous com-
mittees. This past year we heard very little from
too many of these committees. Perhapsin the
coming year the validity of some of these
groups will be reevaluated. Perhaps there are
committees that need to be formed to represent
contemporary issues we face today. As | hand
over the gavel to Stan, | will stay involved as
the DPW committee representative and intend
to assist Mike Simmonds with the advancement
of the Governmental Affairs group for our PAC
formation.

Best Wishes to everyone for 2010

Greg Allen, AIA

Hummel Architects




AlASHasBusy Year

Happy New Year AIA! My name is Katy Wallace and in Febru-
ary of 2009 | was elected the President of the University of
Idaho AIAS Chapter for the 2009- 2010 school year. Aswe
move through our college careers and onto our professional
futures, it seems the semesters get busier and busier. It has
been an exciting year- locally, regionally, and nationally. Last
January we came back from Forum 2008 in Denver celebrating
an election victory for one of our members, Past Ul AIAS chap-
ter President Tyler Ashworth, who, at Forum, was voted into
office as the West Quad Director for 2009 -2010. Thisfueled
our excitement to get through the Spring 2009 semester with
passion for leadership and energy for new projects, workshops
and adventures.

In February, as mentioned previously, we held elections for
positions on our board. It was great to have several members
running for the various positions. Oninto March, we hosted a
portfolio workshop and were honored to be able to bring Harold
Linton to our chapter to run the workshop. It wasincredibly
successful and we're excited to host him again in the future.
Although we all struggled to manage studios, classes, papers,
and still be activein AIAS, we somehow were able to invest
whatever energy we had |eft into bringing back an old tradition
at the University of Idaho- the Beaux Arts Ball. Thefirst onein
over fifteen years- it was araging success and a platform fund-
raising event for our Freedom by Design Program that we are
so proud of. This ended the semester on afun and lighter note
with finals nearing, encouraging students to come back in the
fall with excitement for AIAS.

One of our professors, Matthew Brehm, took 17 students to
study architecture in Rome and other areas of Italy. The major-
ity of the group was made up of members of our chapter or offi-
cers which was exciting and simply indicates that our AIAS
members go above and beyond to be great architecture students
and leaders on campus. After many of our officers were fortu-
nate enough to take part in the study abroad programs, we re-
turned only to turn around and head out to Washington, D.C.
for the AIAS Grassroots L eadership Conference. Myself, our
chapter Vice President Veronica Finney, and our Freedom by
Design Captain Ben Ledford, took on the nation’s capital and
we were well received by the fellow conference attendees and
leaders.

We took this opportunity to bid on the hosting of the Fall 2010
West Quad Conference, which we successfully won with a pro-
posed theme of “Harvesting Architecture.” The conferenceis
scheduled to be athree day series of keynote speakers, work-
shops, and events that will draw AIAS members and profes-

sionals from all over the Western region. Thisisan amazing
opportunity for our chapter and small community of Moscow.
We have appointed one of our members, Elizabeth
Stonecypher, as the chair of our West Quad Conference Com-
mittee. All of our efforts are focused on bringing prospective
speakers, firms for a career fair, and possible workshops to our
campus for the conference. We need anyone and everyone's
help in putting together this conference. Thisisawonderful
opportunity for regiona and national recognition and we look
forward to working closely with our AIA component and other
supportive professionalsin the region to make this conference a
sucCess.

After kicking off the fall semester with a membership drive and
barbeque, we put our efforts into making membership worth-
while at alocal level. We held workshops, lectures, and studio
culture charettes to further the value of what being an AIAS
member really means. At acost to each individual, we attended
the USGBC Greenbuild Conference 2009 in Phoenix, Arizona
in November with seven membersincluding myself. It was
exciting to have such alarge group of students representing our
chapter and University at thisinternational conference.

In addition to the events at Greenbuild, we were fortunate
enough to partake in the Fall 2009 West Quad Conference
hosted by Arizona State University and the Frank Lloyd Wright
School of Architecture at Taliesin West. We were able to ex-
perience a successful West Quad Conference and to apply the
knowledge gained from attending it towards the planning of our
own conference.

During all of this, our Freedom by Design Program has accom-
plished quite a bit with along list of projects that is continu-
oudly growing. Throughout the Fall semester, our Freedom By
Design program built aramp for the Success By Six Cares Cen-
ter in order for children with disabilities to access this learning
facility. It was a huge effort in successfully completing this
project and many were involved with this wonderful project.

We also were able to bring six members from our chapter to the
2009 AIAS Forum in Minneapolis over the New Y ear holiday.
It was an enhancing experience for all of usto attend al of the
workshops, tutorials, tours, leadership meetings, and keynote
speakers' presentations. There was also a career fair that had
organizations and companies from all over the country. The
national exposure to all of the AIAS Chapters was an incredible
networking prospect as well. It was truly a wonderful time and
despite the economic challenges we face, we were very proud
to bring at least some of our chapter members, most could only
bring one or two.

This year has been a great one filled with much activity and we
intend to continue this enthusiasm and are encouraging all stu-
dents to get involved with our organization.
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Falling Water House Visit

By: Stan Palmer, AIA, Chapter President now. | have visited two other Wright houses, the Hollyhock and
Ennis Brown homes in Los Angeles but neither of them come

My wife and | traveled to Washington D.C. over the Thanks-close to the beauty of Falling water. | had a similar feeling at

giving holiday to visit my two sons and their families. On thethe Green and Green home in Pasadena although not as intense.

Monday before Thanksgiving we drove to southeastern Penn-

sylvania to view the Falling Water House in the Allegany

mountains. It is approximately 15 miles east of Uniontown. We

took the “in depth” tour that lasts about 2 % hours and picture

taking is allowed. (I took 191) There were only 6 in our group;

two architects, two interior designers and two wives. The other

architect was from India but now livesin “Joysey”. It was

funny to hear him say it that way. The tour starts at the visitor's

center, which is far enough away from the house that it can’t be

seen. This was a requirement by Edgar Kaufman Jr. when he

donated the home to the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy in

1963.

The house is really more of a feeling than a physical object. |
have seen pictures of and read about it for many years but they
portray only about 20% of what it isreally like to experience

the place first hand. It is impossible to convey the rightness, the
correctness of the design and its environment with words and
pictures. The piano solo Clair de lune seems to come closest in
my mind to fitting the description. The sound of the water is
ever present and is a kind of musical white noise. Wright sa
that Falling Water is one of the world's great blessings and

even though | know he was a great self promoter, | believe him

i‘[]he gray/dark brown sand stone and the beige colored balco-
nies with the Cherokee red window frames blend in with the
environment during all seasons. The balcony color is surprising
in that it is almost a peach color. In most photographs the bal-
conies seems to be a light buff but in reality they are very close
to a pale peach. Which looks especially good with the reds and
golds of September when most visit.

You walk down a wooden planked path through a dense forest
and first come to some outcrops of sandstone. The horizontal
strata are said to be some of the inspiration for Wright when he
visited the site in November 1934 with Edgar Kaufman Sr.
There are two small waterfalls on the property that the Kauf-
man wanted to view from the vacation home. Wright was

deeply impressed with the setting and a mental concept of the

house began to evolve.

After the site visit several months passed with out much corre-
spondence from Frank until Edgar phoned one day in Septem-
ber 1935 to say he wasin Madison Wisconsin and coming to
Wright's studio to see the sketches of the house. No sketches
existed other than one preliminary scratching on some tracing

paper. Wright immediately set to work, as he knew it would

take two hours to drive from Madison to Taliesin. He finished
four sketches just as Edgar knocked at the door and while the
two had some refreshments Frank’s associates finished an addi-
tional drawing. The sketches showed the house built over the
larger of the two falls rather than across the stream where they
could be viewed from the new home. At first Edgar objected to
the layout but was gradually convinced by Wright that it would

be the best way for the house to embrace the site. Very few
changes were made from the sketches made that day through

the final completion of the house.

The house isreally more of afeeling than a physical object. |
have seen pictures of and read about it for many years but they



